Dear Clay, 3/5/99 

I appreciate your letter dated February 29 tliat was atop the pacxvage that 
came today. I read the letter and response! before looking at the rest of it/ And 
I tssure you tliat I do not question your motives and can't begin tp tell you how 
mach I appreciate what ypu have done and are doigg. 

But I think that largely you read into what you liave read that is not there. 

At the sane time in what you imply, that I am from time to time angry, you are 
1 (X$ oe*r©ct. It is unhidden in my writing in part because honesty demands it. 

I used sfyiighlighter as I read it and I'll addess it from the top. 

I do not remember the letter you refer to and ij^ there is in it whit you 
see it comes at least mostly from what lias no connection with the work. I can t 
begin to toll you the current stresses and what I am aware thqt they are doing. 

I may not be aware of c\ll of it but what I am auare of is more tlyn enough. 

Tlie only thing I can remember thjjht you could have taken that way is the 
great frustration I had with the confusion caused by getting the color into 
the hovelady pictures. I spent sever q^iourr, trying to figure out hTiow it should 
bo and that, for my present st&te of mind, was muc/| too much. I finally Jikve up 
on it. let it may liave been iimple and I just didn't catch it. I was aware of 
thit and tl^at is the reason^ kept, trying to figure it out. 

I am aware that getting rouse u ; p is not health^for mo and I try to avoid it 
and when I cannot I take cjvalium. But tlian)fe for the cautioryl. 

When I do not send you wh£^ I've corrected in red that is because % got mised 
up. I tried other colors years ago and rod seemed to me to catch th4 eye better. 

‘fhat means for the retyped and for me in going over what is retyped, ^hen '^fd.o not 
send the redj^was confused. 

I do not have to V told there is nX> malicious y/ntent. And I also do appreciate 
the c^indor. I'll be giving this* more thought later, when my mind is not on other 
things or wanting to get onto them. 

On the new Introduction for Inside, if you think it is OK please find some 
way of inserting it at the beginning. And for wliat I have to give yto you on the 
ilailer ms, thero is an added note thqt I ask you because you liave a clearer 
recollection of the content by chapter than I do, it add it at the ens of one 
you believe is appropriate for it. 0 ^ / l/l[y 

What 1 think is not easy for younger people to understand that even those of 
us who had photographic memories lose them anil, as with me, can have trouble 

remembering a letter of suchTi^recent writing. 

l«il approciat^ you'call and told me aboltf it. She will also appreciate the 
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beautdful axnlea tiiat came when I was not hero. J. mised. it by five minutes* The 

shape 1 am in required that first x open the dooV, then fix the storm door open, 
then, after unloading t'ic little £ had like mail, I went backjield on/the rail 
witik my can/^ust inside the door, and pic.ed it up. Inside th hosue I held it ag 
against my body and he.'d the cone /n the other hold. I'm actually afraid to try 
and take it out to the car but I'll get someone to take it in to her, I'm also a 
afiroid of trying to carry it into the nursing homo from where 1 can park. 

It se-iins to be planted in soil^ so I can jfater it and when it is finislied 
blooming we'll get Eddie who does the mowing to plant it where il il says. I-laybe 
vrhere ^toe have other azaleas, where the soilt is suitable acid* 

If Idl can get up and w^ak over to y u when you are here that will be some 

form if magic So she Won ( t be ablo to go to liana's with us. 

T hat is one of the things that tire getting to me. She has not been able to 
walk since mid*October and the longer is off her feet the longer it will take 
her to get back on them. She has been in cinstant painji since the ^hurs day bo- 
foro, at her request, 1 /fJoved her from the nursing home to which th hsopital sent 
her. I phoned its "medical director" and he did not return the call over tliat 
weekend, the home phoned him each of those thre^days and he did not return the 
calls fcjrm the home, and I suspect tlint innocently the physical therapist, wh* 
could not have been informed about the more recent hip operation because the 
hospital did not report it, had hoer do more than she 4?;ould have. 

On*j| the theme of opposing emotions and trust and mistrust and subsequent 

betrayal, I could not care less about Posner and the reason I wrote that a3e 
Clpen was to set the record ^trai^ht. Ho ^idj con us both, as did his wife, but 
th^-.t was not abactor in my^duihg ' tikt or what x said /V it. V/hat was published 

i5 about 20-25!^ of wliat x wrote not all of .ihich has been retyped. I gave Jerry 
one of the two retyped copies * had, something^hpijeaed t^at least parts of it, 
snd I've just loaned him my file copy /f* On the o filers yoi/ ,ention what you think 
you see is not likely because 1 never had any use for any of them. I told Living- 
stone not to come baek three times. 1 ducked lifton after his first ^hone call to 
t 4 Ls J 

m< 3 'S M never had any u e for that phony Brown although with his firsfphone call, 

Yfhen T knew nothing about him, I - told him to whom to speak to get his xxl 

au/f */ 

book that turned out to be published. He was quite annoying when he was 

here to videotape for Hal V erji, did not know wliat he was doing, and wasted much 
time for me. 

On that I am aware tliat I am inclined not to be tol^Jerant at^ thi3 stage of 
iny life 

I've’ told all the p ^ople I' y e asked to get a psychistriat to examine ^1 
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that I should be included. Including just about an hour before the mail came. 

Dut I think you are wrong about "perceptions of betrayal." I have too littlo 
to so with those other:) for that to be a factor. But I am sometimes aware of 
feeling that some I care for shall I say let me down from time to time? But $ 

X do know they have their own lives to lead. 

0t\ the frustration you are 10 Op correct and that extends to many areas but 
not really to tho work 1'vtffl.ived with those realities too intimiately and too 


long. 
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As a maljir of fact' when a- I had a chance this morning to talk to someono 
who might be able tc^be of some help although 1 hardly know him I did just what 
you say ia a good tiling ?r$iblem i3 there is noiody around here to whom I can talk 
i-ika that umd who can do anytliing, nobody x know. And those are rea^ and oppressive 
prob^fnl (fjj which! am aware and the probability is that thoy will bo getting harder 
when x aw in dialysis. If I do not have to have tho prostate rotD-rooter job don£ 
over before them. And 1 am as well aware as I wont to be of what I was treated 
for at Hopkins three years ago. And of the ensuing feebleness. 

If I told you about it, I was angry with n edicare for repossessing the hospital 
be /that had been prescribed. That could have happened later but meanwhile, if 
there had been the possbility of Lil's coming home, she'd have had no bed. The 
same thine ia true about the special chair tliat was prescribed. That war to 
linve been paid for by Medicare, 1 had to put out the 15700 for it, and it is sitting 
unused and *' 1 edicaro lias not paid for ie. 

The unjustified medical bills are also a real problem. We have a second in- 
surer and tho hospital is sending us/bill when tho second insurer has not refuse^ 
to pay them amTwtaikx will /but can t until after hearing flrora Madicore. I fear 
that a friend who was handling jbthe books before tax se. son paid about a half dozen 
for which the hospital by this dirty tricky will be paid twice. I've hung up on 
the collection agency when 1 caught them lying and told them tha^a o ooid to call 
me when the ^oapitol has a refusal t<* pay from the second insurer. 

my experience with tho nursing homes they are more like storage bins for 
Vinmnn wego tables. 4.1 has been in pain for some time and no doctors lias examined 
her ox’ even questioned her about |’.t and we wonder wha^^can possibly keep her in 
pain for so long. I made on issue of tliat at the home fEis morni 0&1 

There looms the financial problem. Lil's Medicare will run out soon and then 
tl^ costs get hoavy. For not getting indicated medical ifeare! 

What you refer to ha my bonds with my family are Hot the problem you seem to 
see. I have two sisters who liave between them four children, all^f whom have their 
own lives and interests. But ithere is no nli>thation and I've kept in touch with 




my sister and. they ilrif^cjrta their families • The older one is not able to drive 
the distance and the yuitger o>je currently has a husband with some serious health 
problems, a 3 d<^fes one of their daughters. Butihere is nothing like anything like 
alienation. W<£ liave been and we remain fail^close but separatedjiy distance. / 
Or^il'a side they liave not been close and the ones who are closer relations 
are not close by, a sister, a brother and a sister-in-law. I’ve kept them informed 
3ome of them phone fil and justjtoday x ^saw she has card/from some. 

Her older sister lias a sonji who lives not far away but he has n<$ver been real 
close and lie just^ had surgery, his wife lias overcome a stroke and that sort of 

I 

ties him down, and his children have their own li.ves and interests. Before all of 
this we rarely saw any of them exdept one by his first marriage. When lil was in 
the hospital and first in a nursinghorae she was a regular visitor. She has an pd. 
ailing hisband and witK the son3 grown and gone they have just mofafcd and she is 
now getting them settled in after work. She works full-time. She and we and her 
husband have good relations , 

Where there were bonds they were not broken amd need no renewing. With some 
of the great-nephews and nieces, they never wanted to be cl ose fnd were not 


there is no alienation. I djeubt any but 
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one has gone to see 


til 


I do not tlii^nk I am embittered and ^ hope ^ am not! I have no trouble falling 
asleep but some medical probejlmc Hfcke mo often and I then have nojtroublo getting 
back to sleep.. Sur^ I liave had disappointments with some of the people but who 
does not. 

I appreciate the time you’ve twken to t tank about this and to coijniunicate it 
and when I can I’ll give it more thought but I think what ia\ef looted thc-t you 
interpret as you do is that I hate to waste any of the little time I have and am 
frustrated by what 1 can do little or nothing in our lives. When you are here, 

if you liave the time. I’ll sho./ you a long letter Jp^ent tto ^dicafee when it asked 
me about Lil’o ”accident.”I am concerned that we can run out 0 ('^ money, I am co 
concerned that I may not be able tcjhelp Idl when she needs help or that she may 
be a permanent Aiursing-home resident and that l_.may not be he^re to be of the 
little help that I can be. jl am concerbed ablaut th 4? state of her mind and iny 
inability to get any of our doctors to do a thing aibout.it. I am upset because 
there was negligence that ruined her and that at our agc£ there may be little we 
can doTf~about, it, probably nothing. But 1 am trying and if you have the time Jt 
I'd like to discuss witljfyou what * plan for the near future. I have raised with 
Medicare the possibility of faud in tlioiijbeing bill^ Tor what the hospital and the 
nursing home did that 1 believe is {Negligence. Eefore then,, and j^Veld off on this, 
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I trfced to see the head of the hpspitaHi tlirough the mistitled pationt repres- 
ent tive. I've heard notliing from her, no acceptance or rfusnl from him, and it 
lias been more tlian a month. I also wrote her and asked for copiq^? of ^I'o records 
and got no response. Then I tried someone else and was told that ge^tting them 
Vdill cost SI 5 plus 500 a page* I've sent the SI 5 <{nd should hear soon but there 
seems to bo a hangup over what * regard as the /Negligence. I do n«f t know tliat 
tho matter got to the head of the hospital and con believe that it was cut off 
before it got there. ^WntfhilOf thero is only one hospital in the county foi* the 
doctors to use so tlioy ijtx arc all^areful not to antagonize anyone on its 
staff. 

X am aware that, as you say, what I doing may ju3t sit o^a. shelf. I am 
also aware that what you are doing i3 important in giving it more shelves to 
sit on, so to speak. But I have believed and do believe that if X do not do it ^ 
it will nob bo done and if it is not on some shelf to bo found what is in it will 
never be found. I have no reason to believe tliat if B do not do what I am doing 
that ]ft; will ever bo done. 1-f it is done and not ur.e^ at least it is there to be 
used. But if it is not dc^ there is no possibility of its being used. That 1 do 

feel this way and have tells you how much what you are doing means to me! 

llavinqthis situation has not beed! a frustration to me for many years, not 
after my early experiencp^ The reality is clear enough but as you knowm it has 
not stopped me and all the many new problems x have have not either. 

It was good of yotj to talco the time far allbf this ad^f^ice and I do appreciate 

that, too,IIany thanks! 

I told Bii today tliat you are coming and she looks forward to it, as 1 also 
do and I'm sure the M Alights also do. 

If you have time question me about these things that are on your mind when 
you are here. And at this point Bil phoned. I'd been to the £atient^'s rep. as the 
proper channel to the head of the hospital about fi-ve weeks ago. When she did not 
get in touch after two weeks I aske^For copies of all lull's records. That was 
thre* weelcs ago. When T heard nothing <T took another channel and sent in a signed 
request by Cil, with a check. And til just told mti that the patient's rep. was jus ’f' 
in to see her . iid to get her t;£ sign all over again. In ^tLl's ^fctate of mind she 
apprently did not -tiel tell her tli&t she had already signed for them, jfo, I wonder 
if there can be some hanky-ppanfcy.I just phoned medical records and was told 
that they cannot release the records because the file is not couple te. After a 
while 1 learned that thTdischarge summary is missing. I said I'd come in for the 
rest and would get the discharge summary when it was rea^y. I'm no^stonewalled 

on t lat until the middle o f next week. 
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I saidiiot it, that I'd come in for it. She said it/Ls not all that 

I q/ r 


zudl 


unuxudl for there to be delays with a discharge suiony/ry. Now three weeks after 
discharge. Maybe tliis was unusual for them and maybe I just had the notion that 
there was something in the mind of the woman to whom 1 spoke but I did tell her 
fchat we want all of them. And I do hopg there is no hanky-panky,'" 

Of course I also wonder why the patient’s rep was not back in touch with me 
and ignored my request for the records for three eweeks. And "Than gc^rs to 
see ld.1 and I con only woru^or wliat she may have gptten til to sign and if it 
is only coincidence that sho went to see /Til^-f or the first time af twe so 
long u time because I'd mndf a request for^the records of if something was in 
channels and she had just been told whatever f^he may ha^e b<p told, 

I guess that surgical patients are disharged without a discharge summery 
on file and with copies to the nursing homo to which the patient is sent. 

Many, m.ny thanks, 



